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Tis The Season For The Fox River Grove Tree Lighting!

Holiday Hours
The Village Hall will be closed 

the following days for the Holidays.  
Please use the drop box for any pay-
ments or correspondence.  The Police 
Department will be open.

• Friday, December 23rd
• Saturday, December 24th	
• Monday, December 26th	
• Friday, December 30th
• Saturday, December 31st
• Monday, January 2nd

The Fox River Grove Tree Lighting Festival is De-
cember 3rd, 2011, from 2 - 5 p.m. at Algonquin Road 
School, 975 Algonquin Road.  Food items will be col-
lected for the Cary-Grove food pantry as a suggested 
admission. You can enjoy a horse and wagon ride, 
children’s crafts, bingo, games, and cookie decorating.  
Entertainment includes the FRG Middle School Choir, 
a magician, and some book readings by special guests. 
And have some festive holiday treats while waiting for 
Santa to arrive by fire truck for photos!  

Special thanks to the Fox River Grove Lions Club, 
Fox River Grove Lioness Club, Harris Bank ~ Fox 
River Grove, Fidelity Motor Group, Cary-Grove Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Miss Fox River Grove Leslie 
Michaelchuck, Fox River Grove Babysitting Co-ops, 
and the Village.
Santa Sightings

Have you heard that Santa Claus will be strolling 
through Stone Hill Center and Foxmoor Crossings on 
Saturday, December 10th from 11:30 to 1:30?  Watch for 
him (and maybe his reindeer) and get a candy cane!

Cary-Grove Food Pantry
It’s the Season of Giving and the 

food pantry needs your help. With 
many in need, the shelves are getting 
very low.  Items that are in great 
demand are pancake mix and syrup, 
canned fruit, macaroni and cheese, 
pasta products, soap, and personal 
hygiene products.  

For your convenience, products 
can be dropped off at the Village Hall.  
This is a wonderful opportunity for 
you and your families to help others 
now and throughout the year.

“Adopt A Fire Hydrant”
With winter approaching, the Fox 

River Grove Fire District encourages 
residents and businesses to “Adopt-a-
Fire Hydrant” in your neighborhood. 
Make it a priority to uncover your 
fire hydrant after every snowfall and 
plowing, and clear a path approxi-
mately three feet around the hydrant.  
This will help our firefighters save 
time, life, and property in the event of 
an emergency.

Picnic Grove Park
We have a great, lighted sledding 

hill in Picnic Grove Park.  Pease keep 
in mind, for the safety of everyone on 
the hill, snowboarding is not allowed 
and all dogs must be restrained with 
leashes. Enjoy the season!!

Village Hall Services
Our Village Hall, located at 305 Illinois Street, offers 

the following services for our residents:
• A drop off box for used eyeglasses – The Lions 

Club of Fox River Grove collects used eyeglasses and 
gives them to health care professionals for distribu-
tion.  

• Cary-Grove Food Pantry Box – Drop off your dry 
goods and non-perishable donations for the pantry.  

• Handicapped parking placard – Both perma-
nent and temporary applications are available. Once 
approved by a physician, we can offer a temporary 
placard which is good for up to 90 days.  Permanent 
ones are obtained through the Secretary of State.

• Notary Public – We offer this service for our 
residents at no charge.

• Voter Registration – Two forms of identification 

Christmas Tree Recycling
Waste Management will collect Christmas trees 

the first two weeks of January on your regularly 
scheduled pick-up day.  The Public Works Depart-
ment will chip Christmas trees beginning Tuesday, 
January 10th, weather permitting.  Please have your 
tree out by the curb with the cut end toward the road, 
free from tinsel, decorations, and hooks.  Do not put 
your tree in a bag.  

are required and one must have your current address.  
Registration closes 28 days prior to each election.  

• Vehicle Stickers – Vehicle stickers are available 
year round.  The cost for an auto is $20, $26 for a truck 
and $10 for a motorcycle.  They are renewed each May 
1st and must be displayed by June 30th.

• Senior Garbage Stickers – Senior citizens age 62 
and older with no dependants who reside within the 
corporate limits are eligible to purchase special gar-
bage stickers for $2.35* each.  Instead of receiving a bill 
from Waste Management these pre-paid stickers can 
be attached to your garbage bag.  Residents who elect 
this option can register at the Village Hall.

• Yard Waste Stickers – Stickers are available for 
$2.35* each.  You place these on the biodegradable 
yard waste bags and they will be picked up on regular 
garbage days.

*Price increases to $2.40 in February 2012 per contract.

Our crews will begin on the south side of town and 
work from west to east.  Once complete, the north side 
will be done in the same manner.  You may also drop 
your tree off at the Algonquin Road Water Tower. The 
trees are recycled as mulch which is available free at 
the water tower, so take advantage of this service.



The President’s Letter

Robert J. Nunamaker
President, Village of Fox River Grove

Dear Friends,
Welcome to the most 

wonderful time of the year, 
football season, or was that 
the holiday season?  In any 
event, it is an exciting and 
beautiful time of the year.  

I am sure you are enjoy-
ing the savings in your 
electrical costs due to all of us voting to move our 
Village to a lower cost electricity supplier.  Now, 
following our example, several surrounding com-
munities are about to do the same as we did.  Many 
of the Mayors of those towns ask me how come we 
were so smart as to jump on this cost-savings right 
away.  My reply, just look at the Achievement Scores 
of our Schools, both District 3 and Countryside, we 
are way out in front!  

DO NOT DRIVE ON THE SHOULDER.  Sev-
eral times when I am driving I see these signs and 
wondered, why not.  The shoulders seem to be wide 
enough and they even put gravel down beside the 
pavement to make it all the more inviting.  

Well, now that I have responsibilities to buy and 
maintain our roads, I have an understanding of the 
importance of not driving in or on the shoulder.  The 
roadbed underneath the paved surface is carefully 
prepared by excavating and filling back with great 
amounts of various types of gravel to properly sup-
port the pavement layered on top.  When a driver 
pulls off the road onto the shoulder, there is almost 
no support or proper roadbed to take the weight of 
the car.  Then, the shoulder quickly deteriorates to 
mud and potholes, but more significantly, the gravel 
edge of the road surface starts to disappear.  The 
gravel edge of the roadway is put there to control 
drainage and to protect the pavement from environ-
mental damage from ice and snow.  

Thus, driving off the edge of the paved road 
quickly breaks down the edge of the pavement and 
substantially shortens the life of the road.  

So, why am I explaining this?  Our Village 
Engineer has convinced us that cars parking on the 
unpaved roadside are destroying our roads, particu-
larly due to repeated night after night parking at the 
same spot.  The Trustees are working to eliminate 
this problem with a new law, which will restrict all 
off road parking, except where there is an approved 
hard surface area available. This will affect the few 
neighbors who park their cars on the roadside. This 
law is being developed during the Public Works 
Committee meetings on the first Thursday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m.  You may well wish to attend 
these meetings.   

I hope to see you at the Turkey Raffle and the Tree 
Lighting.  I wish you a wonder filled holiday season!

Snow Removal
When the weatherman forecasts snowy condi-

tions, our Public Works Department makes every 
effort to ensure that the snow is removed curb to 
curb and the streets salted to ensure safe travel for 
motorists.   The Village will be using less salt again 
this year to save money and the environment, so, 
please allow more time when traveling and drive 
more cautiously.   

Please park your vehicles off the street to allow 
snowplow access.  During the months of No-
vember through March after a two-inch snowfall, 
Village Ordinance prohibits parking on all Village 
streets from the time snow starts falling until 12 
hours after it stops -- unless an overnight parking 
pass has been obtained from the Police Depart-
ment. The 900 block of Ski Hill is exempt. 

Police Chief Lukasik and Fire Chief Kreher 
encourage all residents to shovel their sidewalks.   
It is illegal to walk in streets that have a sidewalk 
on either side.  Streets are likely to be slippery and 
visibility uncertain.

And, remember the salt trucks are very heavy 
and hard to maneuver.  Please give them room 
when they are on the street.
Other Snow Tips

• It is illegal to shovel or blow snow into the street. 
• Remove all rocks, stones, posts and other 

decorative objects from the road easement.  These 

Business Roundtable
The Cary Grove Area Chamber of Commerce 

and the Village of Fox River Grove will host the 
annual Business Roundtable on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 21st, at 12 noon at the Fox River Grove Village 
Hall, 305 Illinois Street.  

Village President Bob Nunamaker will discuss 
new Metra construction plans, downtown redevel-
opment, new businesses in town, PEDC busi-
ness initiatives and local business recognition for 
notable community participation.  Local residents 
and business owners are encouraged to attend.

The program will include a presentation and 
open forum for questions and answers.  Other 
Village officials will also be present.  The cost of 
the February 21st Business Roundtable is $10 and 
includes a box lunch.  Reservations are required.  
Call the Chamber at (847) 639-2800.   

Electrical Aggregation
FYI – If you were excluded from the aggrega-

tion because you were with another supplier and 
want to move to the aggregation when your term 
expires, please do not contact your current sup-
plier to cancel. 

Instead, call Direct Energy Customer Service 
Department at 1-866-760-6040. They will arrange 
for the transition from the old supplier to the 
Village’s aggregation supplier.  When the resident 
contacts their current supplier to cancel, the sup-
plier will automatically send the account back to 
ComEd upon the completion of the term. If the 
new supplier has not yet made arrangements, the 
resident will be served by ComEd until the new 
supplier notifies them of the new service. 

Going back to ComEd runs the risk of the resi-
dent being required by ComEd to stay at ComEd 
for 12 months.

items could create an invisible obstacle that can 
damage a snowplow.  

• If you don’t have a curb on your street, con-
sider adding reflecting rods at your street edge and 
reflectors to your mailbox.

• When using salt or other chemicals to melt 
snow and ice on your drive or walkway, please use 
it sparingly.  Melted snow and ice run-off ultimate-
ly ends up polluting our valuable water resources.

• Businesses -- Village Ordinance #2003-13 
requires business owners or occupants of the 
building to remove snow and ice from all side-
walks abutting their businesses within 24 hours 
of its accumulation.  Your cooperation promotes 
public safety and encourages customers to visit 
your establishment.  The Village does not have 
the manpower to 
clear sidewalks, 
so please be sure 
to keep your area 
safe and clear of 
snow.  During a 
major snowstorm, 
try to maintain 
a four-foot path 
along your front 
sidewalk.  Exces-
sive snow plowed up over the curb onto business 
sidewalks will be hauled away by the Village once 
all the streets are cleared.  

The McHenry County Division of Transpor-
tation (MCDOT) recently began work on the 
County’s 2040 Long-Range Transportation Plan 
and is being assisted in the outreach effort by Sam 
Schwartz Engineering. 

The Plan will provide a blueprint for all future 
transportation decisions, including future infra-
structure projects, prioritizing what and when 
projects are built, maintaining the existing trans-
portation system, and expanding the options that 
residents have to get to their destinations. 

As part of this effort, a project website has been 
developed at www.2040mchenrycountyplan.org to 
obtain input from residents, employees, and other 
stakeholders. The website includes a collaborative 
map where users can identify specific transporta-
tion issues in the County, a link to upload photos 
of McHenry County’s transportation system, and a 
blog that will focus on transportation related issues 
in the County and will feature a number of guest 
authors. Please check it out!

McHenry County 2040 Transportation Plan -- WANTS YOU!
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Seniors Wanted
If you are interested in making new friends, 

like to play card games and bingo and enjoy 
special luncheons and day trips, then stop 
by the Village Hall Community Room on 
Wednesdays.  This lively group meets at 10:00 
a.m. and socializes all morning.  Stop by next 
Wednesday and join the fun!

Norge Ski Club
Norge Ski Club’s January tournament 

(International 5-Hills and Junior National 
Championship Qualifier) will take place on 
the 4th weekend in January (28th & 29th) – 
Saturday and Sunday at 12:00 (Noon). Norge 
plans on hosting 
four International 
Teams who will be 
competing against 
elite Jumpers from 
the U.S. in the 4th 
stop of the 5-Hills 
Tour. 

Also, highly 
ranked U.S. Junior Jumpers from the Central 
and Eastern Divisions will be vying for an op-
portunity to participate in the Junior National 
Championships scheduled to take place at the 
Olympic Jump Facility in Park City Utah in 
early March.

Unused And Expired Medicines
Have you ever wondered what to do with 

medicines you no longer need or are expired?  
Did you flush them down the toilet thinking 
that was a safe 
way to dispose 
of them? Unfor-
tunately, flush-
ing down the 
toilet or drain, is 
a source of pollu-
tion. Because sewage treatment plants are not 
designed to deal with drugs, they are released 
into streams, lakes and groundwater and affect 
fish and other aquatic wildlife.  

The Fox River Grove Police Department is 
a free drop-off location for medications.  They 
can accept pills, salves and liquid medications, 
with or without labels, for safe disposal at the 
Police Department.  They cannot accept sharps, 
needles, IV bags or thermometers.  

Village Notifications
Just a reminder that Fox River Grove no lon-

ger has free access to NIXLE updates.  We are 
using a new system that is generously donated 
from locally owned CDI Create to continue 
notifications through a similar notification sys-
tem. We have had many residents sign up for 
the new service and have found it very useful.  
Visit our Village website, www.foxrivergrove.
org to sign up.

Prevent Sewer Back-Ups
Sewer overflows and back-ups can cause health 

hazards, damage home interiors, and threaten the 
environment.  A common cause of sewer overflows 
is pipes blocked by items flushed down the toilet.  
When you use your toilet, shower, washing machine 
or dishwasher, wastewater leaves your home 
through pipes that connect to the Village sanitary 
sewer system.

Putting the wrong things down the drain can 
damage the sewer system, cause sewer backups in 
your home, and sewer releases to the environment.  
Anyone who uses the sanitary sewer system is 
responsible for what they flush or pour down drains.

Flushing non-human waste down the toilet 
wastes water.  Every time you flush the toilet, it uses 
about three gallons of water, depending on the toilet.  
It also increases your water bill if you’re a habitual 
trash-flusher.

Do not flush the following items:
• Disposable diapers (dispose of in the trash)
• Cigarette butts (contain chemicals and should 

be thrown in the trash)
• Floss (not biodegradable)
• Cotton balls and swabs
• Mini or maxi pads, tampons, condoms (dispose 

of in the trash)

• Power Outage: If the power goes out and 
you are no longer receiving a water supply, the 
potential for your pipes to freeze is even greater.  
The best thing to do is shut off the main water 
supply valve (coming into your home), then to 
open all taps so that the remaining water in the 
pipes trickles out and leaves no pressure in the 
system.

• New Homes: If you have the luxury of 
participating and/or overseeing the building of 
your home, make sure the plumber does not run 
any plumbing lines in the outside walls of your 
home.  Even if he indicates he will wrap them in 
insulation, do not accept this compromise.  Even 
insulated pipes in outside walls can freeze.

• Existing Homes: Assuming that your 
home’s heat system doesn’t fail, it is the water 
pipes located in outside walls, or in floors over 
unheated spaces, such as garages, that are in 
danger. Bathrooms over a garage are a common 
source of trouble.  If you have an attached garage, 
keep your garage door closed. Unheated garages 
can be twenty or more degrees warmer than the 
outside temperature, and even if you don’t have 
water pipes over the garage, keeping it closed will 
keep the adjoining rooms of your home warmer, 
too.  Get in the habit of checking that the door is 
closed before you retire for the evening!  If you 
have plumbing supply lines running on the out-
side walls that you have access to, then insulate 
these pipes with pipe insulation or pipe heaters, 
available at most hardware stores.

If you’re vacationing for the holidays, never 

turn your heating system off, or set the 
thermostat below 55 degrees. Regardless 
of how well insulated, unless there is a source of 
heat for the pipes, they can freeze if the tempera-
ture of the room drops low enough. Typically, 
frozen water pipes occur in unused rooms whose 
heat source has been shutoff, and from vacant 

homes and commercial buildings whose thermo-
stats have been turned down or off. Arrange to 
have someone check on your home frequently if 
you are away for a prolonged period during the 
winter.

If you have a pipe that freezes every year, try in-
stalling a louvered grille or some source of air flow 
between the room that frequent freezing occurs in 
and a heated room. This will allow some heated 
air to get to the pipe and keep it warm. When in-
sulating, look for small holes to the outside that let 
cold air access to the pipe. Some expanding foam 
will do a nice job of sealing out the breeze.

• Unused medications (see article at left)
• Cleaning wipes of any kind
• Facial tissue
• Bandages and bandage wrappings
• Hair
• Mop heads
• Motor oil, transmission fluids, anti-freeze

• Unused chemicals, paints, and cleaning supplies 
Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG)

Grease in sewer pipes causes sewer maintenance 
problems for property owners and the Village.  
Never pour grease in your toilet or sink drain and 
try to use your garbage disposal less.  Instead, freeze 
it and throw it out with the trash.

Following these guidelines will help maintain 
the integrity of the sanitary sewer system and also 
reduce water usage.

Preventing And Avoiding Frozen Water Pipes
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Visit the Village of Fox River Grove web site at www.foxrivergrove.org for all the latest information on events, 
regulations, policies, etc. 
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◆  Tree Lighting................................................................ December 3rd......................Algonquin Road School
	 Get your photo taken with Santa Claus and tell him what’s on your wish list
◆  Holiday Concert.......................................................... December 8th..............................FRG Middle School
	 The Band and Chorus entertain the community at 7 p.m.
◆  Santa Sightings........................................................... December 10th.... Stone Hill & Foxmoor Crossings
	 Watch for Santa at Stone Hill & Foxmoor Crossing Centers between 11:30 & 1:30!
◆  Holiday Concert.......................................................... December 12th....................Algonquin Road School
	 Enjoy the kindergarten, first, and second graders’ winter concert at 2:00 p.m.
◆  Holiday Concert.......................................................... December 14th....................Algonquin Road School
	 Third and fourth graders perform at 2:00 p.m.
◆  CGA Chamber Annual Dinner............................... January 20, 2012 ........................ D’Andrea Banquets
	 Enjoy dinner, a silent auction and some networking at this fun event!
◆  Norge Winter Jump.................................................... January 28th & 29th.......................... Norge Ski Club
	 Come cheer on the International and Jr. National Jumpers!
◆  PTO Ladies Day Out.................................................. March 3rd................................Onion Pub & Brewery
	 Come out to support the FRG PTO.
◆  CGA Chamber Community Showcase................. March 3rd............................Cary Grove High School
	 Check out what is new with our local businesses.

Village Hall hours: Monday–Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Plastic Bag Recycling
Help make a difference by recycling clean, 

dry, empty plastic bags to recycling drop off 
centers.   Most grocery stores and large retail 
stores will accept the following:

• #4 newspaper bags 
• #2 grocery bags
• dry cleaning bags
• bread bags
• furniture wrap
• electronic wrap
• plastic retail 

bags
• plastic food 

storage bags 
(clean and dry)

• plastic cereal box liners
• Diaper wrap (packaging)
• Plastic shipping envelopes (no bubble 

wrap/remove labels)
• Case wrap (e.g. snacks, water bottles)
• toilet paper, napkin, and paper towel 

wrappings
• All clean, dry bags labeled #2 or #4
Most plastic bags are recycled into com-

posite lumber but can also be reprocessed 
into small pellets, or post consumer resin, 
which can become raw material for a variety 
of products such as new bags, pallets, con-
tainers, crates and pipes. 


