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PARKS COMMISSION 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 6, 2016 
  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Otto called the meeting of the Parks Commission to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present were Chairman  Dan Otto and Members Bill Conway, Cheryl Joseph, Jim McNutt, Diane Phillips, 
Mike Richardson and Sherri Sepeczi. Also in attendance were Superintendent John Reese and Secretary 
Alison Dal Compo.  
 
RESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Chairman Otto welcomed Village President Nunamaker.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 2, 2015 MINUTES 
A MOTION was made by Member Conway to approve the December 2, 2015 meeting minutes as 
presented.  Seconded by Member McNutt. Motion Carried. 
   
PARKS 
Public Works Monthly Report: Supt. Reese reported that the plowing effort took two straight days after 
the big snowstorm.  Member Conway asked how the salt supply was holding up.  Supt. Reese said that 
since there was so much ice created during and after the storm, a large amount of salt was used.  
Member McNutt said that a great job was done on Algonquin Road.   
 
Welcome Sign Locations: Village President Nunamaker came up with the idea to put up a sign at Picnic 
Grove Park, facing the river that says Fox River Grove.  It is 12' long by 4' high.  It is one of the signs the 
Village was previously using on Routes 14/22 to welcome people to the Grove.  They need some 
touching up but should work well.   
 
Chairman Otto asked if one could be put up at Lions Park also; he was told it probably could be done.   
 
Chairman Otto suggested having the sign towards the center of the park.  Superintendent Reese added 
that it would be good to have it close to the river so that passing boats can see it.  Member McNutt 
added that he thought the signs were a good idea. 
 
Parks Maintenance Projects for Next Year's Budget:   Supt. Reese referred to a “wish list” of projects.  
Chairman Otto said that they should be categorized as either general or capital expenses.  Also, he 
noted that some would be a necessity and some would not.  For example, #2 (playground surfacing with 
wood chips) is a necessity.  #9 (adding more outlets at Lion's Park), would not qualify as a necessity.   
 
Member Sepeczi asked if removal of the large concrete pad could be added; she was told yes.  She 
further added that for the upcoming parks fundraiser, it is good to have one item in particular to 



 

 

highlight.  Superintendent Reese explained that the current list was put together by Public Works; the 
Parks Commission can put together additional items.    
  
OTHER BUSINESS: 
2016 Parks Fundraiser:  This event is planned for March 12, 2016.  Member Sepeczi reported that she 
has been distributing flyers, and encouraged the members to solicit donations for the silent auction.   
 
The price for tickets will remain the same.  Brunch Cafe has been very easy to work with in the past so 
the venue will stay the same.  Member Sepeczi asked if the Village has any items that can be auctioned 
off.  Superintendent Reese said that there are some old street signs, a Victoria Woods sign and some 
flower pots that could be donated.  Member Sepeczi asked if there are any more Metra signs; 
Superintendent Reese will look into it.  Member Sepeczi said that it will have a St. Patrick's Day theme 
again this year. Member Joseph asked if funds could be raised towards a new flagpole.  People like to 
see what their money is going towards.   
 
Sledding Accident at Picnic Grove Park:  Superintendent Reese reported that on Friday January 1,2016 at 
9:00 p.m., police responded to a call regarding a girl who had run into a tree after sledding down the hill.  
The tree was at the river's edge, and the sled hill was subsequently closed.   
 
Chairman Otto asked what type of signage was put up.  Superintendent Reese stated that the signs say, 
“Sled hill closed, sled at own risk.”  Chairman Otto further asked if some type of buffer should be added 
around the trees by the river, such as straw bales.  Member Sepeczi noted that since conditions have 
been so icy that sledders can make it all the way to the river, the hill should remain closed.   
 
Village President Nunamaker agreed that straw bales were a good idea.   Superintendent Reese stated 
that a large amount of bales would be needed to surround all the trees.  Chairman Otto said that even 
though a lot of labor would be required, it would be better from a liability/safety standpoint.  Member 
Conway suggested paring down the top of the sled hill by about 5 feet, so that the hill would not be so 
steep.  Member Phillips asked if this is the first time it has been so icy; she was told that it has been a 
long time since it has been this icy.   
 
Chairman Otto said that it would be better to put up at least some straw bales then to do nothing at all.  
Member Phillips suggested putting out warnings when the hill is so icy and dangerous, perhaps a 
community notice of some sort.  All agreed that was a good suggestion as well.   
 
Chairman Otto said that caution tape and horses could be put up.  Additionally, carsonite flexible stakes 
could be used.  Next year, a snow fence could be put up at the beginning of the season.  Member 
Conway suggested putting sand at the bottom of the hill to slow down the sleds.  Superintendent Reese 
said that this also was a good idea and would get that it in motion immediately.  Chairman Otto asked if 
the hill is inspected regularly; he was told twice a week.  He further said that it is important to keep a log 
of the inspections.  Member Phillips said that perhaps the signs could say that the hill is closed until 
further notice.           
       
NEXT MEETING   
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 3, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
    
 
 



 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
A MOTION was made by Member Conway and seconded by Member Joseph to adjourn the meeting at 
7:31 p.m.  All were in favor. 

 
 
 

______________________________                      
Chairman Dan Otto 
 
 
 
_____________________________ ___________________________ 
Alison Dal Compo, Secretary             Date Approved 
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